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The Letter Carriers Daily

Perform Marvels in
Pfcdestrianism

With Heavy Pouches of
Mail They Go Great

Distances

Feats of Mobile Army
Insignificant by

Comparison

walks way deliver letters
only he who is capable

pedestrian feats that
incredible may deliver

letters for Uncle Sam in the District of
Columbia there are carriers in
Wnihtigtim that have walked tat
enopgh circle the globe six time

If a man started to walk around
gloW she times and actually completed
his task within the sane amount of time
that these carriers have completed theirs
we would hail him as a man of might
upon whom the admiration of the world
might descend but the Barriers stout
legged and enduring perform their re-

markable feats of stamina and strength
as a matter of daily duty and attach
jko more significance to it than does

public tarp Who stops to think
that the gray coated carrier is actually
engaged in the performance of a won-
derful feat when he is on his rounds
delivering the mails None at all The
average man when he is able to walk
jive miles without developing blisters
on his pedal extremities counts himself
an individual of more than ordinary
phj sical prowess but there are carriers
in the service who walk five times this
distance every working day in the year
and think nothing of it at all

When we were told during the march
of the allies on Pekin a few years ago
that the Japanese contingent had out
walked all the other detachments
Americans included by coveting a
nor than eighteen miles a day we
marveled t their speed and endurance
but ii a body of these champion walk-
ers among the carriers bad been with
the forces they would have left the
Japs so far bested that the Orientals
would hve felt like a mere memory
The postmen carries a heavy load of
mall over his route covering it in about
eight hours and when he returns home
after the days work never dreams of
alcohol rubdown or anything of that
sort JL abort rest while he smokes his
pips a hearty meal and then he te
heady for an evenings enjoyment to
round out the day before he retires for
steep He walks more In a day than
is exacted of the most mobile body of
soldiers to the world and the next day
is as At as the proverbial fiddle for
the renewal of lain pedestrian feat No
days of rot after a hundred mile march
doea he need but day after day week
after week month after month and
year after year reels the quota
of at end of thirty or
forty years service the total reaches

figures
RMttM Shorter Teity

Not all carrier routes are of course
of the same length Some in the busi-
ness district cover an attic of scarcely
mow than half a block while those in
the outlying residential sections are
miles in length but the average route
requires from ten to twelve miles walk-
Ing a day on the part of the postman
That Is the situation today but some
years ago the routes were considerably
longer and when the tree delivery aye
tern was first introduced here twenty
toUT men covered the entire city The
distance some of those men mutt have
covered within forty years Is probably
much greater than any carrier now ap
potatod would cover in the next forty
years Two or three of the veterans
are still connected with the service and
as if to demonstrate the healthgiving
quantise of their occupation are en-

gaged at present In the delivery of mall
though gray haired and past the three-
score nark in Ute

Albert J Ctirew is the oldest letter
caterer In point of service in Wash
mites Per tnirtyaiae yaws he has
delivered letters to the of Wash
ingtoa Though seer than sixty years
old Carew is still hale and hearty and
LI good for another ten years ser-

vice at least When Carew became a
letter carrier back in he used to do
liver letters all the way from the old
City Postoiace on F Street to the Navy
Yard There was no provision for

In thoae and he had to walk both
ways though there were but two
deliveries a day be had to take a tong
walk four Woes every day It Is estl

that be walked at least twenty
five Mftas day on tills route sad
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yelp made over smooth pavements and
asphalt streets but a good bit of the
way was rough ground

Probably no other man is so well
known In the northern part of Mount
Pleasant today as is Mr Carew Since

he has delivered letters to persons
living in that district Ee is one of the
nine carriers in the northern part of
Washington who use horses to save time
In going over their routes Carews
route is a long one and he carries out
of the Mount Pleasant substation on
the average pieces of mall each day

What makes the long daily walks
taken by the letter even
more wonderful te the fact that they
are made with a burden of from forty
to sixty pounds slung over oulder

deal of the distance is covered before
there is an appreciable lightening of the
load The mall for some of the routes
in the business section of the town is
sometimes so heavy that wagons are
used to carry it to the routes for the
postmen

The records show there were
X1I letters delivered 4n ttte first month

of the tree delivery system That was
April law Today there are tront
to 1HCOO letters delivered snot day At
that time there were only twentyfour
postmen to cover the entire city They
not only delivered the mall but also
made collection Now there is a total
of 910 men on the rolls Of these

carriers M are collectors and are
substitutes In the main office there are
1 regular carriers and collectors

are scattered through the
Not one of the twentyfour car-

riers on duty in are still employed
as a letter carrier here although several
of them even now connected with
the post service One of them W A
Rtdgely is a clerk in station F

by the first carriers show
covered that seem almost superhuman
One extended from all that Bart of the
city west of Twentysecond Street and
south of Pennsylvania Avenue Another
covered all that territory north of I
Street between Fifteenth and Twenty
second Streets out to the boundary line
Still a third extended from Ninth Street
west to boundary and from G to K At
that time of course the city was much
smaller and sparsely settled in parts
and sometimes the houses would be few
and far between where letters were to
be delivered but the carriers had to go
the full distance though the stops were
not as frequent Now there are routes
that extend over only one or twoblocks
in the busy parts of Washington and
where the office bulMtngs are large One
of the routes which though short in dis-
tance has a heavy marl is that covered
by A Andre It extends up Pennsyl-
vania Avenue from eleventh Street to
Fifteenth to F Street Four times a day
this route must be covered and hundreds
of letters delivered to office holders who
line these streets On this route is the
only large office building in the city to
each of whose rooms the currier must
go with mail the Corcoran Building
Other large oWce buildings havu boxes
into which the postman puts the mall
for collection by the owners thereof
Many of Andres steps are up stairs
Sometimes he mutt mount as high as
three or four flights of stairs If it
were possible to estimate exactly how
much climbing he does in a year it
would undoubtedly round that be bad
traveled upward enough to have soaped
all the high mountains in the United
States at least once

Leanest Rents in WgghiagtM
There are still some longdistance

routes to be found in the District hew
ever One is that now covered by
Thomas Saunders which includes more
than fifty city blocks His is a winding
and devious course but the mall to be
distributed is considerably light Only
two deliveries a day are required on
this route now Formerly there were
three delivered a day and Ms predeees
ear had to walk may a Mile in the
sours of a single tiny
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In the city are Phillip H Branson and D
E Brewer They have grown gray in the
service but continue to fulfill their dally
tasks with as much vigor as ever
Brewer was a letter carrier before the

delivery system was established-
He has not however been continuously
in the service since that time In the
old days the carriers had just so much
work to do each day and it had to be
done no matter how many hours It
took them Often the men worked
fourteen or fifteen hours day When
the light began to establish an elght
Jiour working day for th postmen
hewer took a promluent part

Mr Branson became a letter carrier
more than thirtytwo years ago long-
er time as he says than he will ever
serve again In spite of this assertion
he appears good for many more years
His present route covers three blocks on
the busiest part of G Street
and one block on Eleventh Street What-
a contrast this is with the route he
walked over twice every day thirty
years ago Then he covered from ESighth

Street to Twelfth Street east and west
and from G Street to L Street north and
south This area now requires ten men
and they have all the work they are
looking for to deliver the wall four times-
a day Mr Branson estimates that he
used to travel upwards of twenty miles
each day in the early years of the free
delivery service Tiresome work it was
at times but the men ha says got used
to it and never thought much about it

When the house delivery system was
first inaugurated singular though it may
appear to us now it was an innovation
viewed with distinct hostility by a large
number of eitisens The idea of a car-

rier coming to their own door with the
mall was too personal to suit and a

section of the people continued
to call for their mall at the postofllee
so that the carriers duties at first were
light and though his district was large
it was seldom indeed ha had to tra-
verse every street located within its bor
ders in the delivery of and

At that however hu walks were
of ample rise and it is the belief of
the veteran carriers that they averaeed
something like twentyfive to thirty
miles a day for several years a speed
that would enable them to travel from
St Louis to New York In about a month
had they pursued their dally walk

eastern direction continuously Now
if a professional pedeatraln would make
that journey in two months and emerge
from the hospital afterward within
thirty days he would be held up as it
marvelous example of endurance pow-

ers by the sporting fraternity Albert J
Carew and Kmery A Wither another
veteran carrier still In the service of
the department walked than 8WO

mites each year however and seldom
spent a day at to recuperate

emery A Wilbur has the second long-
est in the service He was In-
augurated March 4 1M7 and since that
time he a served continuously until
toduy He made a name tor himself
throughout the which will last
as long This veteran who is on
of the den looked up to in the nervico
now nas the route through Marks
Space

As the currier system guinea in fawn
and the dally loads of the carriers in-

creased the force way gradually aug-
mented and the else of the carrier di-

trtets reduced proportionately but the
greater amount of work required de-
spite the shortening of the router

maintained the average of
walking at a comparatively large total
until within the post few years it royal
be remembered too that the carrier
doubtless rovers a longer distance ot
actual walking than is shown In any
study of his route because of the fre
quent crossing back and forth on the
streets Thus a route of today nay be
found to have eight miles of streets
within it borders along foot ot
which the carrier will be compelled to
walk but he may cross from one
of the street to the other often that
Ute wW be increased from 10 t
SI AST cent
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According to the length of the reutes
they have cowered from time to date
both Carew and Wllber are believed to
have traversed something like 10801
miles each since they first threw a let
ter pouch across their shoulders nearly
forty years ago That is certainly a re
narkable record for these two veterans
It is a distance more than as long as
from the earth to the moon and It
they had occupied it in walking back
and forth between New York and San
Francisco they could have made over

I
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¬

twenty round trips with it while as a
proposition It means a

journey longer than that of six times
around the Berth at the equator

their really wonderful feat how-
ever neither carrier shows any failing
signs as a result of the physical wear
and tear it would naturally be presumed
so much walking must entail but quite
on the contrary are healthier and
stronger than most men of similar age
in other occupation

The Zulus of douth Africa under
tick formidable thief Cetewayo wean
credited in some of their
with averaging as much as forty miles
a day for several days in succession but
this has been called into question by
some authorities who assert that such a
feat 18 beyond human endurance Per-
haps forty miles a day may be but
some of the letter carriers doubtless
often come within miles of what Is
alleged to be the very extreme limit of
endurance and do It day after day
without even nuCerlng the inconvenience
of corns It is known beyond peradven
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need money nor never did We have
held a charter from the State to
act as doormat for the community We
surrender the charter We have stood
up for you when you run for office lied
about your pigeontoed daughters tack
ey wedding lied outrageously about
your wartynosed sons four dollars a
week appointment-

We dont propose to sit here and
lie about any of you when your grasp-
ing souls take flight to a hotter clime

Goodby We are oft

Railroad Ethic
Jim MeCool one of the oldest and

best conductors on the old Rlchnfmd
and Danville Air Line says Represen-
tative Livingston ti Georgia but he
got out of the bellcord pulling busi-
ness and started a general MOre at

near Atlanta-
It was a tough yarn but Jim told

It on himself He said that the first
Saturday he had a staving good trade
and when he closed his store for the
night he put half of the mash receipts in
the safe the other half in his pockets
and started for home

I had not gone more than half a
block before I remembered I was not
working for the railroad So I went
back and put all the money in the sate

Jim was given to saying too that lie
never knocked down a cent from the
railroad Bet if a passenger paid cash
fare he would toes the up If it
lodged on the bell rope it belonged to
the company it It did not It belonged
down in the left hand corner of
jeans

Too Easy a Bargain
Representative DaHon of West

says that on election day a friend
of mvt a darky coming from the
polls ut one of the precincts and asked

Well Kam what are they voting for
down

Attars Thomas answered the negro
dls mornln dry votin for two

dollar er hat but I dont knows
what dey is votin for now I
dat I voted too soon Mars Thomas

A Sad Occasion-

A good story comes secondhand from
a Representative trout Massachusetts

I had a minister of my State tell
me he says that no man who has a
sense of humor about him should ever
think of entering the ministry for there
are times when they are sorely tried

To illustrate this the minister said
one day he war called on to preach the
funeral of an elderly lady who had died
and he knew to have been a
hardhearted bedtempered and un
charitable oM Tartar He couldnt plat
out of ometatlng although he realised
that lie could not honestly and eon
sclentiously say anything that was goeti
about her

Me flatali 4l up a sort of impenwnai
talk and a sorrowful exnrssglSH
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ture that a body of Zulus two impis
once actually marched lit miles In five
days and writers on military matter
have marveled and marveled over
but postmen have beaten that record
five days every week and it isnt on
record that any military authorities
have set up nights wondering over it
yet it outflanks outmaneuvers and out-

distances the beat records that even
savage militarism has to show The
carriers are modest men and doubtless
have never thought they were accom-

plishing much of the extraordinary in
the performance of their duty but this
wilt enlighten them a little More
than SCOO miles walked every year is a
record worth while and that is precisely
what they make

Speaking about the distance covered
by these carriers every day a medical
authority who does not desire the men

tion of his name states that the theory
that men could not walk forty or even

more miles a day without death ensu-

ing from exhaustion Is a mistake
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Stories Toldof and By Members of
Senator Blackburn tells a good story

about a man who grew tired of hold-

Ing his conscience in abeyance
This conscience stricken Individual

says the Senator had been a cow at-

torney for a railroad his duties being
to resist claims brought for cattle that
were killed on the track He was full
of all lands of artful dodges and was
successful in saving the railroad com-

pany many good dollars which would
have paid out tOr genuine Jer-
seys

However the company had a dis-

agreement with the attorney He was
dismissed from the service Thereupon-
he became a very active and zealous pro
moter of like claims for the other aide

One day as he was addressing jury
in a justice court he became very
severe not only upon the company but
the lawyer representing It Finally the
railroads attorney grew tired of the
tirade and threw the fellows record at
him This you know is sometimes done
by politicians as well as lawyers

The fellow winced and said he ac-
knowledged that for four years he had
resisted just such claims but said he
for these four years I held my con-

science In abeyance and now it has
broken loose I regret my acts and
propose to et every dollar I can for
my clients

Muddying the Waters

As long ago as when King Solomon
lived says Representative Unities of
Tennessee there were men who dark-
ened counsel by words without knowl-
edge Some men make a simple thing
unintelligible by an effort to define it

1 once heard of a Sunday school teacher
who told the children that he would give
them a summary of the mornings les-

son A bright little lad asked the
teacher what was the meaning of sum-
mary Oh my boy answered the
teacher hy summary Is mannUer
meant r y s summary Is abbre-
viated synopsis of anything

Editorial Valedictory

Country editors are wetty hard to
down and be kept on their backs says-
a Representative from Missouri 1

have had some experience in being the
chief engineer of a country weekly and
1 can say from experience that the Job
of pleasing everybody Is not an easy
one

And another thing most people
labor under the Impression that an edi-

tor can Just live no matter whether
subscription are paid or not Not long
ago a fellow in my State grew tired of
paying out ooin of the realm for the
privilege of running a country paper
and he called a Halt saying In his

For lack of swpj rt w are going te
pull up and leave this burg We dont
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began the services at the house Just
AS he was fairly started a wagon rattled
up to the door and a stentorian voice

shouted Ice
The awful suggestiveness was too

much for the

his handkerchief to smother his grief

A Terrible Apparition

Years ago the KuKlus flourished in

Georgia South Carolina and other
Southern States Simply the bare men-

tion of KuKlux was sufficient to make
the average darky think his time had
come for shuttling oft this mortal ooll

One of the most laughable Incidents
of that reign of terror is told by a
Georgia Representative

He says that Bishop BeckWith now

dead made a visit to a portion of his
diocese where there was no Episcopal

church The Methodist church was
kindly loaned for the purpose of holding

service A large concourse assembled
to welcome the bishop the whites filling

the Interior of the building while the
negroes gathered around the doors and
Windows

The bishop was forced to retire to the
rear of the outside of the church for
the purpose of robing Arrayed In law

vestments he pro jeedod slowiy from the
rear to front of the church-

A gust of wind caught the flowing
Episcopal lawn garment and lifted It like
an outstretched canopy The darkles
beheld the white apparition and a
frantic yell ef KuKlux and fti

It was some moments before the sje d
bishop could reach his state s nd
enter the church

Even Hereafter
One Representative from Texas says

that German friend of his who lives
In Waco was bemoaning the fact that
his dog had a much easier time than
he himself did The German explained
It In this way-

I wish I had von goot dime likes mine
dog Fritz Dot dog he no nabs drouMes

makes him hab dose tired veeilngs
Fritz geds UH in del morning und

tads bee breakfast und dens lays down
und schleeps I ridta ub und ends mine
breakfast und goes vonee rlghd avay
Mboud mine vork Dot deg cads his
dinner and schlaebs some more I ends
mine dinner and back to mine

Dod is der vhay all der time Den
vhen dot dog Fritz is dent is is deat tOt

Increasing His Load

Prom Indiana comes this good story
A ehronic ontee seeker lute managed

to get the nomination for Congress and
w waging a vigorous campaign
with little chase ef aueeetm

Kilo was addressing nil in
Ipi n whew he was will known but

humorfJ fned min-

Ister He was forced to hide his face in
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Globe Circling Records
Are Held by Vete-

ran Postmen

Albert Once Had-

a Rte of Twenty
five Miles

Snir of Local Force
Who Is Still Active

and Healthy

Doubtless u a man were pitted against
another In an endurance contest he

nv without serious results toll u-

mg even though he were proper
trained for It but such a eontlngf y

would be the result of mental ratiir
than physical conditions It is a wril
known fact that a person can ear 4

quail every day in the year with t

trouble If he does not think about It i

a fact but put him In a contest to t
a quail a day for forty da i orlv I

before thirty days tl
mere idea of what he le doing cause
his stomach to rebel at the food So it
is to some extent with matters relat-

ing to endurance A wellmuscled Uti r
carrier having a certain district u
lover In the performance l dai v

duty may walk over thirty arii s a ty
without experiencing any Ul results an l

develop a hardier physique or the
erdse but should he enter into a con-

test with his mind dwelling solely
the distance to be covered he might n t

do so well It I simply not thinking
about it as a task that enables then
accomplish their really remarkable feat
without fatigue and exhaustion

A Andre who has one or
the hea1ail out

might not be to cover 180

days
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Congress
not very greatly admired In the
course of his speech he made an effort
to explain that he was not anxious for
the office y but that his friends had
forced the nomination on him

I did not seek the office my friends
he said but for years the nomination
has been following me It seems that I
couldnt got away from it and

Here he was interrupted by a lank
countryman who yelled out

may be that the office has been
following you but you are gaining
every day It wilt never catch you
Mr

Toothless Police Desired-

It I a pretty realistic Joke on the
candy peanut and fruit venders of
Washington when the Commissioners
decide and declare that applicants for
positions on the pollee force must have
sound teeth remarks e Representative
from one of the Western States

4 Now I am pretty fond of these little
things myself and theres a small place
down here on the Avenue where I trade
The small merchant says the police are
about the most persistent pickers up of

peanuts apples and
and that were all toothless-

It would be godsend to the small
dealers who are at mercy

This te not told you for a Joke but It
Is a a serious one for these ped-
dlers of candy etc

God Alone

Representative Johnson of South Caro-

lina tells a good story about a prisoner
convicted on the clearest kind of

upon a charge of stealing a young
calf The Judge put the usual question
to the prisoner What have you to say
why sentence should not be pro-
nounced

Nothing your honor said the con-
victed man and then after a moments
hesitation resumed Why yea I wilt
say one thing I am as innocent of this
charge as the child unborn and I

have been convicted but I
hadnt money enough to get my wit-
nesses

If that be so said the Judge you
are very unfortunate The evidence ap
pears against you and

I know that I know that inter-
rupted the prisoner but I am nut
guilty and theres only two In the world

it and thats God and me

Epitapk
Representative gsaftli of Pennsyl-

vania produces an epitaph which ranks
Al It was taken from a gravestone at
WiWamenort Pa

Sacred to the of
Henry

Born June 7 MH of Henry Harris and
Jane his wile

Died on the 4th of Mtv 1837

tIM Wek of a horse cut in his bowels-
Feaooablr and quiet A friend to his

father mal moth
by all ut knew him
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